On the Specific Names of certain Primates. 


G17 


LX IX. — On the Specific Names of cert(Lin Primates, 

By A\(Jicl (Jauukka, L..M.Z.S. 

ALMi^sr every author who lias alluded to the ^rey, red-ven(cd 
Ct rcojnihectis from South AfricTt seems to liave been in doubt 
as to whetlier the name ppperpthruSj F. Cuv., or lalaiulU^ 
1. GeoflV., slioiild be assi^^iieil to it. As a recent instance, 
^Ir. Oldfieltl Thomas indillercntly useil l) 0 tli of tliem in his 
interesting* series of j)a|)crs on mammals obtained during 
the iludd E.K[)loration J^y adopting ppjerpthnis in his 
excellent revision of iliegenust, Pocock seems to settle the 
question definitely; but I cannot a.i^reo with this conclusion. 

Cercopitheeus pi/gcrt/thrus was described and figured by 
F. Cuvier in the ^ llistoire Xaturellc des ^lammiferes’ as a 
green nunkey with greenish .scrotum, whereas the South- 
AlVican form is a grey animal and i^s scrotum is blue. 
iMr. Pocock bases the selection of Cuvier^s name on the 
argument that the type of p//(jerpthrus was recorded from 
the Cape ; but that is a mistake, since I. Gcolfroy conclu- 
sively showed on three different occasions that its locality 
was quite unknown:}:. (Juvier himself, in the original 
description, does not say a word about the locality of the type, 
but only that several s|)ecimcns of the same species were 
obtained by Delalande at the Cape. Now, in the zoological 
[)art of the ‘ Voyage sur La Venus/ p. 12, I. Gcoffroy rightly 
explains this statement as follows: — 

Dans les immenses collections faites dans TAfrique 
australe par Delalande, se trouvaient quciques individiis de 
rc.si>bce precedemment observec ])ar Tliunberg, ct avant lui 
par Levaillant ; mais ces individus ctaieut tons fort jeiines. 
Lors de Farrivec en France des collections de Delalande, 
M. F. Cuvier crut trouver dans ces jcunes Singes Ic premier 
age d’un Cercopitheque qiii vivait alors it la menagerie du 
^Inseum, et dont ce siivant zoologiste a fait le type de son 
C. pygerpUiVUS. C^dtait uno erreur, mais une crreiir a 
laquelle il dtait alors difficile dYvliapper: les affinites qni 
existent entre le C. pygenjthrus ke.sj ece de Levaillant, de 

* r. Z. S. 190o, i. p. ; 1900, i. p. 100, ii. p. 780; 1907, p. 770; 1008, 
p. o07. 

t P. Z. S. 1907, p. 7:io. 

I ‘ lOctinnnaiiv universul crili&toire Xoturelle,’ iii. (l''-12) p. .’iO.j ; 

‘ Aivhivt's clu -Miisoiim d’lli.st. Xai. ii. p. 7>>; ‘ \’ova;:e auiour du 

Monde siir la iVegato La Vt^nn?; Zuul<*gie,’ l^oo, pp. 10, 10, 

A/in it- Mag. X, Hist. Ser. 8. Pol, vi. 41 
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Thunberg et de Delalande, sont tellement intimes, qu’ayatt 
sous Ics yeux, d^uii cote, I’c^tat adulte du premier, sans sojit 
jeune dge, et, de Fautre, le trbs jeune ^ge de la seconde saula 
son etat adulte, on devait etre porte a attribuer a de simple|s 
differences d^age les differences qiie Fon apercevait entre i s 
pelage de Fune et celui de Fautre. M. Frdd^ric Cuviee 
n’hesita done pas a les r^iinir, et e’est par suite de cette coirr 
fusion qu^il donna FAfrique australe pour patrie au C* pyg^ 
e7^ytlirus\ espece iFayant en realite pour type qu^in individuf- 
achete de marcliands qui ignoraient entibreinent son origins, 
et dont la veritable patrie reste anjourd’liui inline inconnueFi 

I, Geoffrey, who saw tlie type of jjygerythrus comparer 
it witli adult specimens of the grey form collected by Verreans 
in South Africa, emphasized tlie difference between them ii 
liis ‘GSynopsis ” included in the same book (pp. 19-34) 
describing the Cuvier species as very distinct from the Capi 
one par son pelage vert jaunfitre et non gris.” ^ 

We must, consequently, leave the name pygerythrus for a 
red-vented Cercopithecus with green fur, the typical habitat 
of which is unknown, and adopt another for the grey-coloured 
form found in South Africa. Desmoulins, wlio suspecteC| 
before Geoffroy the distinction between them, calls the lattej 
C. puslllus^ attributing this name to Delalande*. UnfoF 
tunately the name of the French traveller appeared, no doubi 
accidentally, italicized like that of the animal, thus : “ Cerco- 
ptithecus pnsillas Delalande^^ ; and it was on account of this 
that 1. Geoffroy considered the term a non-binomial one and 
rejected it, calling the species C. Jalandii, Mr. Oldfield 
Tliornas, to whom I applied for his opinion on the subject, 
thinks the apparently uncorrect name is a printer’s fault, 
as the whole article in wliich it appeared is written in con- 
formity with the principles of binomial nomenclature ; and 
I entirely agree with his decision. We must therefore call 
the Soutli-Atrican monkey (7. pusillus. 

Long before the publication of this name, as early, in fact, 
as in 1811, the same animal was mentioned by Lichtenstein 
as C. glaums ; but no description being given, this name is 
merely a nomen nudum, 

Kow, if we consider all the Cercopitheci with red vent 
local forms of a single species, the green one, being 
described the first, will be typical, and 0 , pusillus will be- 
come C. pygerythrus pusillus. As for the true pygerythrus^ 
1 think it can be identified with one of the green subspecies, 

^ Dictionn. Class. d’Hist. Isat. \ii, (1825) p. 568. 
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Accortiiii" toilr. Pocock tliorcarc t\vo subspecies — C, p.whfjteiy 
\vith wliin'i^rrs completely eoiicealin;^ tlic ears and v^ery con- 
spicu )ii>ly bainled ; and C. centralis^ whisker-hairs 

comparatively short, nut onc'aliii;; the ears, and indistinctly 
banded. The characters a-si^ne 1 to the last a^^rcc v'cry well 
with Cuvier’s lii^ure and ile^ciiption of pipj*'riflkvu$^ and also 
with the shoi t deseriptiuii by I. (r*of)Voy in his »Syn ups is.” 

C. /^ cenlraUs is from Central Africa, and that seems to be 
the habitat presunn^l pijjcrijihrus by 1. Geolfroy when he 
says 

'' La prcsqiie identite du j)cda^^c du C, ppperpthrus avec 
celui du C, saUvus qui liabite le S6iie_^al, et celiii du G, gris^o- 
viruUs [= (\ (rthii)j}s]y qui habile la Xubie ct le sud de 
IMC^ypte, indique a ellc seiilc line analogic trbs grande dans 
la zone d’habitat de ces trois cspcjcs ” *. 

Of course, the area inhabited byc/ )UraIi.<t was quite unknown 
D Europeans in Cuvier’s time, but I think it not impossible 
hat an isolatc<l specimen reache<l ^lombasa or the Somali 
oast from tlio interior of the country througli native trade. 
yUc, total ignorance about the migin of the type .specimen 
^of pygerylhrus and the fa< t that it was for many years the 
only red-vented Cercopiihecus with green hair known to natu- 
ralists seem to intlicatc that it came from a country unknown, 
or almost so, to wdiite men. 

To sum up, I give the synonymy of botli the green and 
the grey forms, according to my views : — 

Cercopitfiecns pygerythrus (F. Cuvier). 

1S21. Shnin pyyerythra, F. Cuv. Hist. Nat. des Manimif. livr. xxiv. 
pi, xxiii. 

Cercopithecus pijijerythreuSj Desinar. ^faminal., .^iippl. p. 534. 
Simi t erpthroptjijay (’uvier, Ue*gn. Aniin. sec. tSdit. p. IC'. 
Crrcopithicus pytjfrijthruA^ F. Cuv. Hist. Nat. des .Mammif. 
s*‘C. edit. 

1000. Ctrcopithecus centraliA^ Neumann, Zool. Jabrb. Syst. xiii. p. 533. 
FHH. CtrcnpUherus (rthiopa centralis, Thomas, P. Z. S. 1004, i. p. 450. 
1007. Cerci^pithecus pi/yen/tlinis caitralisj Pocock, P. Z. S. 1007, 
p. 730. 

Cercopithrcus pygeryihrn-^ ]) i^ilhis (Desmoulins). 

(?) 1707. Simin sabcBci, vnr. a, And bert, Hi>l. Nat. des iSin^es, fam. iv. 
sect, ii. 5. 

1811. Cercopit/iecus y'aucus, Licbten««t. Peis. Sudl. .Vfiica, i. p. 507 
[noinen nudiun]. 


♦ \ y. Wmi'., p, 10. 
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1825. Cercopithecus Desmoulins (part.), Diet. Class. 

cTHist. Xat. vii. p. 560, and authors generally. (Not of F. Cuvier.) 

1825. Cercopithecus pxisillus, Desmoulins (attributed to Delalande), loc. 
cit. vii. p. 568. 

1842. Cercopithecus lalandii] I. Geolfroy, Diet. Univ. dllist. Nat. iii. 
p. 305. 

Cercopithecus pygerythrus is not the only Cuvierian name 
for a monke}" 'tvliich needs discussion. In the ^ Proceedings 
of the Zoological Society ’ for 1887, p. 624, Dr. Blanford, 
referring to the mistake made in calling tlie crab-eating or 
common Macacus cynamolgus^ called attention to the 

fact that F. Cuvier named the species Macacus zVw^as early as 
in 1818 Afterwards, in the ‘ Fasciculi Malayenses ’ (Zool. 
i. 1903, p. 3), Mr. Bonhote rejects this name and substitutes^ 
for \i fascicular is ^ Raffles (1822)^ on the ground that inis was 
really an African monkey ; but tliis view seems to me un- 
tenable for the following reasons : — 

It is true that Cuvier, intlie original description of Macacus 
asserted that the species came from West Africa ; but 
the characters given cannot be referred to any African monkey, 
and the figures illustrating the extract from the same descrip- 
tion in the ^ Histoire Naturelle des Mamraiferes^f clearly 
represent the crab-eating macaque. Moreover, Cuvier 
himself, in the description of his Macacus carhonarius J, 
corrects his former statement about the locality of the common 
species, giving Sumatra and the neighbouring islands as its 
true habitat, and confessing he was unaware of the origin of 
the animal when he described it. The assertion is reinforced 
by Dr. Anderson’s opinion that the macaque^'’ and the 
Sumatran macaque a face noire” of F. Cuvier are only 
individual variations of the same species §. 

The locality of Simla fascicularis being given also as 
Sumatra, this name becomes a synon^^m of Macacus irus^ 
which antedates it by four years, and must therefore be 
adopted for the species. 

It is a pity that the barbarous specific name miriquouina 
must be used for the South-Brazilian Aotus originally described 
by Don Felix de Azara and currently known as Aotus azavoi. 
The first name is found, as Pithecia miriquouina^ in the 
“ Tableau des Quadrumanes,” published by E. Geoffroy in the 

^ Memoires du Mus. d’Hist. Nat. iv. p. 120. 

t Pis. XXX., xxxi. (1819). 

1 Loc. cit. pi. xxxii. (1825). 

§ Auat. & Zool. Res. Yunnan Eiped. i. p. 75 (1878). 
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^ Aimalrs (III Mu'cum/ vol. xix. (Ic>l2) ; >Sfuiia uzartr im\)QavA 
in liu* list of Soiitli-A incrifan inonkc\,s iiiclu<l(.*<l l>y IImnbol<lt 
ill Ills ‘luHU 'il <P(^ljscrvaliuiis dc |). ibj?. 'VUr 

lallt r is daU'd 1">11 on tlie tith'pa^r, but it is evidf'iit that 
pagi* i5r>7 \N as is.NiuMi at b-a'^t in 1S12, an 1 alter (lie volninc 
ol the ‘ Annales’ Tor the .same* year, as the elassificatioii and 
names ^dv'eii by (ieulVn»y are tVc<|iJently alluded tu by 
iliunboKlt in his li.'^t. 

t\>min^ now to the I..emuroidca, 1 lind that the ruDed 
lemur must be ealleil Lnnnr raricyatus instea«l of uurius, the 
loniKT name dating fnnn 17JJ2, when it was [lublished by 
Kerr in his ^ Animal Kingdom ’ as Lemur macaco^ var. 
variejutusy whereas it was only in 16‘JL that I. GeoHVoy 
first used L. vun'us^\ 

'Jur^ins tarsier must also be substituted by T, sp rtnun, as 
Lemur Uu\^ier was einjdnyed by lOrxlcben in 1777 t> ante- 
dating tliereft)i*c the publication of l\ilhis ’.-5 name Lemur 
spectrum (1778) 1)V a year. 


J.XX. — Tux new Fruit-hats of the denera Xyctimenc, 
(_’vnopterus, and Konyeteris. By K.VUO ANDLIiSiC.V. 

Full descriptions of the forims bri(‘fly diagn >sed in this 
j>aper will appear early next year in the British Museum 
Catalogue of 31egacliiro|>tera. 

Xt/ctimene ]mpnanuSy sp. n. 

Size small, forearm 5l*5-.VJ mm. ; m' and iii] subeqiul in 
.size to re.spectively jd and p 4 ; inner cusp of p^ not com- 
jiletelv fused with outer; ears triangularly rouiide 1 ofi’ above ; 
colour of back not distinctly mottled with daik brownish tijis 
to the hairs ; spinal .‘^iripe perfectly distinct along the whole 
of tlic back, about ikj-o mm. broad ; .sides ot neck, breast, 
and belly much brigliter in males than in females (but 
.scarcely any sexual diiVerence in the colour of the upperside). 
JIab. "Xew Guinea generally (specimens examined from 
variou-- localities in Dutch, German, and British New 
Guinea); Key Is.; Admiralty Is.; Bismarck Arch.; Cape 
Yoik. 

* Cat. des J*rim. p. 71. 

+ ."^yst. Kegn. Auun. p. 71. 


